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North Vietnamese transcripts of interviews with Xuan Thuy by correspondents 
of the Washington Post (on June 8) and the New York Times (on May 21) 
reveal a harder line on the deadline, POW, and other issues than was 
reflected in the published versions. 

Curiously both transcripts were transmitted to Hanoi (by VNA) on 
June 12. The unusual delay in transmitting the New York Times inter- 
view (which was printed on May 24) could have resulted either from an 
oversight or from a Hanoi request for clarification of Thuy's remarks. 

Several parts of the North Vietnamese version of Chalmers Roberts' 

(Washington Post) interview presented a harder position than that reported 
by Roberts. Roberts insists that in several places the North Vietnamese :j 

transcript did not reflect what the interpreter actually said. (Xuan Thuy j 

spoke in Vietnamese. ) 

i! 

j: 

'( 

-- The principal discrepancy involved was Roberts' understanding | 

that the prisoner question "will be settled" if the U. S. sets a deadline. ! 

The North Vietnamese version stated that "we could discuss the . s ettlement" 
of the POW position if a deadline were set; however, the transcript also 
confirmed that Roberts had understood otherwise. 


-- While the Roberts version indicated that Thuy had clearly 
separated the POW issue from apolitical settlement, the VNA transcript 
was ambiguous on this point. 
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-- According to Roberts' report, Thuy confirmed that the POW 
issue could be settled even if Thieu- Ky- Khiem are still in power. The 
North Vietnamese versinn contained no such confirmation. It also 
established a closer link between military and political questions than 
did the Roberts version. This is the link between withdrawing U. S. 
troops and replacing the present GVN with a government amenable to 

the Communists, 

Anthony Lewis' interview in the New York Times reported that Thuy 
stated North Vietnam "was ready to do something immediately [about the 
POW's] and make an 'appropriate response' before the end of hostilities" 
if a deadline were set. The North Vietnamese transcript stated that "an 
agreement to settle the war" must precede the settlement of the POW 
question, but North Vietnam was "ready to talk to Mr, Nixon on the POW 
issue after he sets a deadline, • ■ • n 

-- The North Vietnamese transcript also revealed that Lewis told 
Thuy that he favored a deadline and that a more forthcoming Hanoi position 
on the prisoner issue would increase popular pressure in the U.S. for such 
a deadline. He was given little encouragement by Thuy, Lewis also requested 
a visa for North Vietnam. Thuy indicated he would get it when there is a 
"favorable dccasion. 11 None of the above was reported in the New York Times. 

The VNA transcripts of these interviews represent the official North 
Vietnamese position. Discrepancies in the published versions no doubt 
resulted from Thuy's efforts to convey a flexible attitude in the actual 
interviews; however, Thuy did not want the official record to show that 
he departed from the official line in this endeavor. 

Attached at Tab A are excerpts from the published interviews and the 
corresponding VNA transcripts which show the discrepancies referred to 

above. 
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Excerpts from the Chalmers Roberts 
Xuan Thuy Interview of June 8, 1971 


Washington Post Report 


North Vietnamese (VNA) 
Tranpcriipts 


1. A. Here Xuan Thuy* threw up his 
hands. "I cannot answer for the time 
being for this is the key* to settlement 
As long as Nixon does not set a date 
we cannot go into details of a settle- 
ment. The question of prisoners 
release to the aftermath." 


2 . 

'A. "A reasonable date was 
proposed'by the provisional 
Revolutionary Government which, 
he noted, on Sept. 17, 1970, had 
proposed withdrawal by June 30, 

1971. "But Nixon did not agree. Let 
him propose a date. He should set it " 
When asked if the Vietcong timetable 
of just over nine months was reasonable, 
he replied that "I don't mention any 
period of time now. Now I'm not willing 
to mention any time. " He recalled that 


Q. "If President Nixon puts forward 
a deadline for troop withdrawal 
which meeets with your definition 
of a total withdrawal of U. S. troops, 
will the release of prisoners be 
carried out immediately after the 
setting of the deadline or after the 
total withdrawal of TJ. 55, trnnng or 
will the number of released prisoners 
be in proportion with the number of 
withdrawing U. S. troops? " 

A. "It is not yet possible to answer 
your question. Because Mr. Nixon 
has not yet set a date for troop j 

withdrawal, we cannot yet discuss j 
other questions in detail. The POW I 
issue is a consequence of the war. i 
We should settle all questions 
relating to the war before taking up 
the POW issue. Yet, we have 
shown a flexible attitude. ..." 


Q. " I wanted to ask whether or 
not the 9-month limit as proposed 
by the PB.GRSV is appropriate. " 

A. "I did not say how many months. 
Mr. Nixon must set a definite dead- 
line for the total withdrawal of U. S. 
troops. If it is accepted by us, 
only then will all other questions 
be discussed. The essential point 
is whether or not Mr. Nixon wants 
td> withdraw alt- U. S. soldier s. In 
May 1969, Mr. Nixon proposed a 




Mr. Nixon had proposed withdrawal in 

12 months but Xuan Thyy did not mention. 
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had proposed withdrawal in 12 
months but Xu an Thyy did not 
mention that that was a call for 
North Vietnamese withdrawal from 
the South as well. u 


3. Q. You have rep«atedly referred 
to "two crucial questions, involved 
in settling the Vietnam problem, the 
military and the political questions, 
and have said they are "inseparable. " 
(Xuan Thuy made this statement again 
at the Juirxe 3 Paris meeting. ) The 
political question has been posed as 
removing the Thieu-Ky regime from 
office and the formation of a coalition 
government. Is this political issue a 
condition for prisoner release? 


A. "The question of the release of 
prisoners is related only to the mili- 
tary question. This shows our flexibility. 
It should have been linked to the political 
question. " 


period of 12 months for the with- 
drawal of all troops. Now, Mr. 

Bruce still says 12 months. Thus, 
since it is always 12 months, what 
does it mean for them to say 12 
months? This goes to prove that 
the United States is unwilling to 
withdraw all its troops." 

Q. According to whht I have read, 
in your statement last week at the 
Paris conference, as well on 
several occasions in the past, you 
said that in order to settle the 
Vietnam pToblem, the two basic 
military and political questions 
cannot be separated. The political 
question raised was thtit the Thieu- 
Ky- Khiem regime be replaced and 
a coalition government formed. 

Does this political question also 
constitute a condition for the release 
of prisoners of war? 

i 

A. "The question of a release 
of prisoners of war is primarily 
connected with the military question, i 
If Mr. Nixon puts forward a 
reasonable deadline for the with- 
drawal of U. S. troops, we will 
discuss that question immediately. 

This proves that we are very 
flexible. Actually, the prisoner- 
of-war Question should be connected 
witH all other questions. 


4. Q.< But what does "inseparable" mean 
then? 


Q. Then, they are not separated. 
What do you mean by this? 
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question of Vietnam, of the settle- 
ment of the war, of ending U. S. 
aggression, then the military and 
political questions should be linked. 
But if a reasonable date is set the 
question of prisoners may be settled. " 


Q. Why do you say 'may' and not 
'will? ' 


v 


i 


J 


A. 'When one talks about settling 
the entire Vietnam problem to put 
an end to the war and to U. S. 
aggression, the military and 
political questions must be linked 
together. However, because we 
have a flexible attitude, if the 
United States sets a reasonable 
deadline for the complete withdrawal 
of troops, we could discuss the 
settlement of the prisoner of war 
question. 11 

Q. Why do you say 'could 1 settle 
rather than 'will' settle? 


A I I Vr* o 

^ ^ W L> y 

be settled. 


X ** f 


can put ii ciOwii 


From now on it is 'will. ' " 


A. "You may use the word 'will. 1 " 


Q. You know Mr. Nixon has said you 
have offered only to discuss prisoner 
release. 


A. "Nixon is unwilling to withdraw. 
Therefore he tries to use one pretext 
and another. Nixon's allegation about 
disucssing and not settling it because 
he is unwilling to settle. He wants to 
split hairs. " 


Q. The reason I ask is that there 
was an instance in the past when you 
used 'could' and later changed to 
'will, ' and said there was a dif- 
ference. And as you may know, 

Mr. Nixon has said that you only 
proposed that you would discuss the 
question of a release of prisoners 
of war, 

A. "Mr. Nixon does not want to 
withdraw all the troops and that is 
why he uses one pretext after 
another. If he has gbod will and 
really wants to settle the Vietnam 
question peacefully, it will be 
settled rapidly. The main problem 
is that he does not want to withdraw 
all U. S. troops and those of the 
other foreign countries in the 
American camp and still wants to 
maintain the Thieu-Ky-Khiem 
administration. " 
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5, Q. Still, given a satisfactory 
withdrawal date, the prisoner issue 
will be settled even if Thieu and 
Ky are still in power in Saigon and 
there is no political settlement? 


Q. If I understand correctly, 
you are saying that if Mr. Nixon 
sets a deadline that is acceptable 
to you, then the prisoner of war 
question will be settled, even in 
the event that Thieu, Ky and Kh iaan 
are still in power and the political 
question is not yet settled? 


A. "Right. Moreover, this has 
been laid down in point one of the 
PRG program of September, 1970." 


8. Q. How automatic would prisoner 
release be once a satisfactory with- 
drawal date is set? 


A. "Let Nixon set the date and 
we will discuss that. " 


A. "Please understand exactly 
as specified in the eight points. 
(Comrade Nguyen Thanh Le added: 
This question was elaborated in 


point one of the eight- point peace 

imti afiiro w ■» 4- s J j*., c? ~ — x. T_ — , 

w 4 . vv a.iu 4.J.J. UCpUCUlUCl 


1970 by the PRGRSV. When Mr. 
Nixon siad that the PRG only promr 
ised to discuss and did not promise 
to settle the question of captured 
militarymen, he was only playing 
with words to distort them. ) 


Q. If an appropriate deadline is 
set, how will the release of 
prisoners of war [words indistinct] 
be carried out? 

i 

A. "Let Mr. Nixon set a reasonable 
deadline for the total withdrawal 
of U. S, troops and then we will 
discuss other matters. I do not 
want to go into further details with 
you on this question, even though 
I greatly respect you because you 
have been greatly concerned with the 
Vietnam issue since the beginning. " r 
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Q. Since you have said with- 
drawal and prisoner release could 
be accomplished while Thieu and Ky 
are still in power, what about mili- 
tary and economic aid from the U. S. 
to their regime afterwards? 


A, "That is the point of linking 
political and military questions. ... 

It should also settle the question of 
the Saigon administration because 
suppose the U # S. withdraws but it 
maintains the Saigon administration 
and continues to give it military aid 
and that administration continues to 
repress the people of the South. We 
would return to the period prior to the 
introduction of the American exped- 
itionary force. It is what we call neo- 
colonialism and the U. S. would remain 
involved in Vietnam. ’» f 




i 


Q. Since 1954; I was in Geneva 
then. Just now, you said that the 
question of troops withdrawal and the 
release of prisoners of war may be 
settled before the settlement of the 
political question. Now, suppose 
that the United States has set a 
deadline and withdrawn all its troops 
but continues to supply military 
equipment and economic aid to the 
Thieu- Ky-Khiem regime. What 
would happen then? 


A. "It is for this reason that the 


military and political question 

milqf 1 -«-►"> 1 - J -i — . — hi- . . v r ,i 

— iiaivcu tugcuicr, jjl me 
United States withdraws but still 


maintains the present Saigon 
administration and continues to 


give it military aid to repress the 
South Vietnamese people, naturally 
the Vietnamese people will resolutely 
fight back, and we will thus return 
to the starting point before the 
introduction of troops by the United 
States. This means that the United 
States will be continuing to inter- 
vene in the South Vietnamese people's 
internal- affairs to carry out its 
policy, which is what we call U. S. 
neocolonialism. This means that 
the United States will still be 
involved in Vietnam and will lose 
more manpower and material. We 
want lasting peace in South Vietnam, 
and consequently all military and 

political questions must be thoroughly 
resolved. " 


f 
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Q. Then as a condition for 
prisoner release there must be no 
such continuing military and 
economic aid? 


Q. I take it that you mean that 
in order to have an overall and 
lasting solution, the military and 
political questions cannot be 
separated. In order to understand 
this better, may I ask: 

-- If I understand correctly, the 
withdrawal of U. S. troops in 
exchange for the release of prisoners j 
of war could be realized before the i 
settlement of the political question, ; 
that irir while the Thieu-Ky-Khiem 
regime still exists in South Vietnam. 


A. Xuan Thuy avoided a direct 
answer. After the question had been 
put three times in various forms, 
he said that "I think you should read 
again the PRG's eight points. It is 
clearer than my explanations. " When 
the interviewer said the wight points 

were not all that clear, he took another 
tack. 


— — Tf T imH at* cf r* A'Ht'oo+lor 
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feel that a condition for the release 
of U. S. prisoners of war is that the 
United States not be permitted to 
continue to give military and 
economic aid to the Saigon regime. 

i 

Is my understanding correct? 

A" As far as the settlement of the 

prisoner of war question is con- I 

cerned, it is throughoour good will. 

So that the Vietnam problem may 
be completely settled in order to have 
a lasting peace, both the military 
and political questions must be 
resolved. n 


n Have you ever adked Nixon these questions? 
he said. ,f Nixon has troops there and 
he wants to contrnol the Saigon administra- 


tion. So you can get clear answers from 
him on what are his intentions. I under- 
stand he doesn’t want a total withdrawal 

and wants to maintain the Saigon adminis- 
tration. n 


Q. But if I understand correctly, 
a condition for the release of U. S. 
prisoners of war is that the United 
States must stop its military and 
economic aid to the present regime 
in South Vietnam, is ife not? 
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Q- The.impression you. have lsft 
by your answers is that you are 
not willing to make a clear differ- 
entiation between the military and 
political questions, though the 
military one is primary. Is that 
correct? 


A. "Quite right" because "a 
radical, thorough settlement" 
of Vietnam is necessary. "If 
the U. S. withdraws all its forces 
but maintained an advisory inission 
and continued to give military equip- 
ment aid to the Saigon administration, 
then the people of the South will 
continue to oppose the Saigon admin- 
istration and then the U. S. would 
have to step up military aid. But 
Thieu-Ky would not be stable and 
the U. S. would have to send troops 

and we would return to the previous 
situation. " 


A. "If Mr. Nixon wants, as you 
say to definitively settle the 
military and political questions 
before settling the question, of 
prisoners of war, I am ready. 

This is logical. 

Q. I am sure Mr. Nixon does 
not want that. I still want to ask 
whether or not the settlement of the 
military question and the release 
of prisoners of war are sub- 
ordinated to any prior U. S. co mm it - 
ment with regard to its military 
and economic assistance to the 
Saigon regime? 

A. "I think that you should reread 
Minister Thi Binh’s eight points 
which deal with this in a clearer 
way then what I have said today. 


In concluding, Xuan Thuy said that 
our desire is a total U, S. with- 
drawal and a change from the Thieu- 
Ky regime so the people of South 
Vietnam can form their own govern- 
ment of their own choice. Then the 
people of the South will accept American 
aid on the basis of mutual agreement. " 

The North, too, he added when adked, 
would be prepared to establish relations 
with all countries, including the U. S. and 
to accept aid on the same basis. 


Q. Would North Vietnam accept such 1 
aid? 

A. "The DRV is ready to establish i 
relations with all world nations, 
with socialist countries as well as I 
with capitalist countries, including 
the United States, on the basis of 

the principles already advanced by 
our side. " 
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Excerpts from the Anthony Eewis^Xuan Thuy 
Interview on May 21, 1971 


New York Times Report 


North Vietnamese Transcript 


Mr. Thuy noted that French 
prisoners taken in what he called 
the first phase of the Vietnam war 
had been released after the Geneva 
Conference ended the fighting in 
1954. 

“Prisoners are a que sti«a;f <ar the 
aftermath of a war, 11 he aaid. “It 
is illogical to raise the question in 
the middle of a war. n 

But he went on to indicate that North 
Vietnam understood the concern about 
the American prisoners and was ready 
to do something immediately and make 
an "appropriate response" before the 
end of hostilities if Mr. Nixon set a 
withdrawal date. 


Q. I make the supposition that 
tomorrow Mr. Nixon says: I 
solemnly pledge to withdraw all 
U. S. troops within one year. Will 
the DRV be ready to State that all 
POW's will be releasofion a definite 
da^ 

A. "The question cannot be put in 
such terms. Mr. Nixon is using 
the POW issue to serve the 1972 
presidential elections. We must 
not let ourselves fall into his trap. 
The POW issue is a consequence 
of the war. Actually we must sign 
an agreement to settle the war before 
taking up the settlement of the POW 
question. For instance in 1954, 
after the signature of the Geneva 
agreements, we settled the POW 
question and there was no difficulty. 

It is not logical to raise the POW 
question during the war. Yet, we 
have shown flexibility and good will 
enough to be ready to talk to 
Mr. Nixon on the POW issue after 
he sets a deadline for total troop 
withdrawal and if this deadline is 
reasonable. " 
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